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Shepherding the Strays—An Invitation 

Over the last few years at Zion, we’ve been more intentional about reaching out to our 

less active church members. Thanks be to God, this has resulted in some of them be-

coming reengaged in the life of the church and receiving the Lord’s gifts more faithfully 

than they had in years, in some cases in decades. There have been some newsletter 

articles and brief discussions at voters meetings over the years about why the church 

is called to care for straying members. 

We believe the time has come for a little more intensive teaching about this important 

task of the Christian church. Therefore, I’d like to strongly encourage you to attend 

Sunday adult Bible study on April 16th and April 23rd from 9:15-10:15 as we study what 

the Scriptures have to say about this topic. 

 

Following that, we will be offering a spring learning conference developed by our   

Synod called “Shepherding the Strays” on Saturday, May 6th, beginning at 9am and 

ending with a lunch. Please plan to attend if you are able! 

For the past decade or so, reaching out to the inactives has been primarily accom-

plished by the pastors and a few dedicated lay volunteers. Their help has been invalua-

ble and appreciated (and indeed, we continue to need more people willing to help di-

rectly with the work of visitation!) But it has also given the false impression that this is 

something only the pastor, elders, and interested others need be concerned with. The 

task of reaching out in love for those who are not here is something that our Lord Je-

sus calls every Christian to be a part of. During the Bible study and workshop, we will 

talk about a variety of ways we can all contribute to that. Even if you do not feel like you 

are comfortable visiting and talking with inactive members, there are still many ways 

you can support this ministry of the church. 

 

It is time for us to take a deeper look at God’s Word together so that we might continue 

to care for our straying members with love and joy, calling them to return to the arms of 

their Savior and of His body, the church. Please make it a priority to attend the Bible 

Study and workshop. I look forward to walking through this with you! 

 

Pastor Grimmer 
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Easter  

April 9  

 

 

 

 

Singing Palm Sunday 

April 2—10:30am 

 

 

Confirmation Day 

April 30 

10:30am 
 

Holy Week—Easter 

The rhythm of the church year, especially the time of Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter leads us to realize the depths of our sin and the heights of God’s glory. 
From the Passion reading on Palm Sunday through the celebration of        
communion on Maundy Thursday, the contemplation of Good Friday and  
Easter Vigil, to the joyful Alleluias of Easter we see God’s steadfastness and 
love for us, His creation. It is a special privilege to be able to gather together to 
worship!  

Palm Sunday Services—April 2, 8 & 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday Service—April 6, 6:30pm 

Good Friday Service—April 7, 6:30pm 

Easter Vigil Service—April 8,  6:30pm  *Note the earlier time! 

Easter Sunday Services—April 9,  7 & 9:30am  *note times! 

     Easter breakfast between the services is served by our senior youth. 

 

The church office will be closed on Monday, April 10. 

Special Days in Our Church 

Confirmation Day—April 30 

This year we have five students who are preparing to confirm their faith,       
witnessed to by the congregation on Sunday, April 30 at 10:30am. These      
students have studied and memorized the six chief parts of Luther’s Small   
Catechism and have carefully listened to and taken notes on at least twenty 
sermons as they have made efforts to learn the basics of our catechism and 
grow in faith. 

We wish to welcome this year’s youth catechism class into communicant 
membership of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and Zion Lutheran 
Church! We pray that this is a first step in a life of faith in Jesus Christ. Please 
keep them in your prayers.  

Welcome!  

Mya Guthmiller, Jack Hohn, Chris Keiper, Landyn Rhoades, and Amara        
Rinehart. 

 

 

 service.
music leaders who have worked with the students in preparation for this 
during a worship service! Thank you also to the Sunday school teachers and 
Thank you, parents, for giving your child this opportunity to sing praise to God 

procession of palms in the 10:30am service.
Midweek Singers (3rd-5th grades) will be singing after the congregational 
On Sunday, April 2, the Sunday School Choir (4-year-olds—2nd grade) and the 

Children Singing Palm Sunday—April 2
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Third Page Title 

Senior Quilt         
Presentation 

May 7—10:30am 

 
 

Kids for Christ 
April 16 

 
 

Last Day of                
Midweek/Catechesis 

April 26 
 
 
 The Jayson Whaley Outreach & Mission Fund 

Members Russ & Jean Whaley have set this fund up in memory of their son, 
Jayson and in thanksgiving to God for the crown of life given to Jayson and all 
who trust in Jesus.  

Jayson was a son of our congregation, growing up hearing the Word of God 
proclaimed by Zion’s pastors, learning and growing in the Faith through the 
teaching of his parents, Sunday school teachers, and youth leaders. Jayson 
had plans to attend seminary with his brother Kristopher, but God led him on a 
different path after Kristopher was called home to heaven. Jayson later moved 
to Sioux Falls and became an active member of Memorial Lutheran Church. 
One of the things he was involved in was a short-term mission trip to Peru. 

The purpose of this fund is to provide seed money for outreach projects and 
opportunities for Zion within the community of Mitchell, as well as to assist        
individuals and teams from Zion participating in short-term mission projects.  

Communicant members of Zion who have an outreach or mission project they 
would like to coordinate may request the use of these funds from Zion’s church 
council. Decisions will be made in consultation with Russ & Jean Whaley. Pref-
erence will be given to new outreach projects or programs for unchurched peo-

ple within the Mitchell community. For more information speak with Pastor 
Grimmer.   

 

             Opportunities to Reach Out 

Calling All High School Seniors 

Zion has a tradition of recognizing our high school seniors early in May with a 
special congregational prayer and blessing. 

As part of this special blessing each senior is presented with a quilt, made by 
some talented women of the congregation, to remind them that the prayers of 
their congregation go with them as they go out into the world. 

Seniors, if you would like to take part in this event on May 7 in the 10:30am     
service, please contact the church office, 996-7530, office@zionmitchell.org as 
soon as possible so that enough quilts are prepared. Please also let us know 
what you are currently planning for after graduation so that we can share in 

your excitement. Thank you! 

Youth News 

1. 4th-9th graders—Is your Camp Minneboji registration taken care of? Last 

year camp was full so do not delay! Contact Erin Amick or Erin Konrad right 
away if you have not already done so. 

2. Kids for Christ (4th-8th grades) are planning to go swimming at the Rec 
Center Sunday, April 16 from 2-4pm. Let’s hope the pool is ready! 

3. The last day of Midweek/Catechism classes will be Wednesday, April 26. 

mailto:office@zionmitchell.org
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Voter Meeting 

April 25 

 
  
 
 

News & Notes 

April Voter Meeting—Tuesday, April 25, 7pm 

There are a considerable number of items on the agenda for this regular voter 
meeting:  1. Approve By-laws after District Review, 2. Closing on 621 E 4th 
property, 3. Parsonage Options (621 E 4th & 709 E 13th), 4. List of Upcoming 
Projects/Maintenance Items for Consideration. There may be additional items 
as the time gets closer. All voters are urged to plan to attend. 

If you are a communicant member of Zion we encourage you to consider     
becoming a voter so that you can share in the decision making for our congre-
gation. Contact the church office if you have any questions about how to      
become a voter. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League—LWML 

All women of Zion are invited to participate the Circle of their choice.  

Lydia Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 4 at 1:30pm in the Upper Room of the 
Ed Wing. 

Dorcas Circle will meet on Thursday, April 13 at 7pm in the Upper Room of the 
Ed Wing. *Note the date change! 

The LWML Quarterly General Assembly is Thursday, April 20 at 7pm, also in 
the Upper Room of the Ed Wing. 

Member Notes: 

From Shannon, William, and Mason Bartscher: We would like to take this time 
to thank Pastor Grimmer and Vicar Greenmyer for the wonderful prayer and 
funeral services for Nick. Thanks also to the women who served the lunch af-

ter his funeral and thank you to the members of the congregation for all your 
prayers and support during Nick’s illness and death. All the support is greatly 

appreciated. 

From Esther Weber’s son, Bobby:  Esther has moved from Mitchell. They are 
hoping she can soon be moved to Sioux Falls where Bobby lives. Esther and 
Bobby would like to thank the congregation of Zion for all the ministry to      

Esther over the years. 
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Please take a 

moment to 

check the 

schedule. 

 

If you are                 

unable to 

serve when  

you are  

scheduled, 

please find a  

replacement.   

Thank You! 

 
 

Those Serving in April 

    Palm Sunday  Apr 2 - 8am Apr 2 - 10:30am 

    Crucifer   Kobi Lutjens Alexander Foster 

    Head Usher   Marvin Strand Travis Schnabel 

    Ushers   Corey Thelen Travis Degen 

      Matt Luczak Trey Degen 

      Chris Wehrmann Larry Schnabel 

    Acolyte   Emma Fischer Taryn Nurnberg 

Holy Week   Maundy Thurs. Apr 6 - 6:30pm Good Friday Apr 7 - 6:30pm Easter Vigil Apr 8—     8pm 

Head Usher     Travis Schnabel Bryan Flanagan Travis Schnabel 

Ushers     Chris Fischer John Fink Larry Schnabel 

    Randy Holmquist  Zachary Flanagan Rob Mayer 

      Nathan Flanagan   

Acolyte     Landyn Rhoades     

*Note Easter times!      Easter Sunday Apr 9 - 7am Apr 9 - 9:30am 

    Crucifer   Mason Bartscher Zach Flanagan 

    Head Usher   Russ Whaley Travis Schnabel 

    Ushers   Larry Titze Rod Neugebauer 

      Larry Stolz Loren Brech 

        Jeff Schuldt Luke Nagel 

    Acolyte   Amara Rinehart Noah Schnabel 

      Apr 16 - 8am Apr 16 - 10:30am 

    Head Usher   Marvin Strand Travis Schnabel 

    Ushers   Chris Wehrmann Doug Nelson 

     Frank L Luczak Dave Buchmann 

      Frank J Luczak Chad Popp 

    Acolyte  Jack Hohn Lydia Smith 

      Apr 23 - 8am Apr 23 - 10:30am 

    Head Usher   Russ Whaley Travis Schnabel 

    Ushers   Chris Fischer Doug Driggs 

      Adam Schulz Dave Schmidt 

      Larry Titze John Fink 

    Acolyte   Chris Keiper Mya Guthmiller 

Confirmation     Apr 30 - 8am Apr 30 - 10:30am 

10:30am   Crucifer     Alexander Foster 

    Head Usher   Marvin Strand Travis Schnabel 

    Ushers   Chris Wehrmann Adam Popp 

      Nathan Flanagan Chad Popp 

      Zachary Flanagan Carter Popp 

   Acolyte   Emma Fischer Sydney Keenan 



Sunday Sitters  

 
A baby gate at the bottom of the stairs, two newer rocking chairs, a changing 
table, a wastebasket, pack n’ plays, and a rearrangement of the playroom toys; 
what is going on? A new group now called Sunday Sitters has surfaced, and you 
are probably wondering what it is, what’s going on, who it is, or who’s in it. Here 
is that information for you! ☺ 
 
Goal:  
To have a safe spot for young families to bring their 0-3 year olds during the hour between 
services in order that they may attend adult bible study or help with Sunday school. 
 
The Point: 

1. To provide Zion members, or visitors, a better opportunity to attend adult bible study or 
to help with Sunday School. 

2. To bring in more families, and have them actually stay, especially those who have older 
children in Sunday school already. 

3. To have a comfortable spot for nursing mamas (hence the changing table, partition, 
rocking chairs) 

4. To give mamas some time to chat and get to know one another (building a sense of 
community) 

5. To give parents, grandparents, and other members of the congregation (who like holding 
babies or spending time with toddlers) a different, or alternative, purpose in the church. 

6. To involve the senior youth including those who do not attend youth group, or to invite 
back college students. 

7. To give 0-3 year olds a place to nap or run around while parents are busy with adult bible 
study or are helping with Sunday school or the nursery.  

 
 
NOT the Point: 

1. To drop off your 0-3 year old(s) to have coffee, to run errands, to have time alone at 
home.  

 
Zion Lutheran wants our families here! We want you to stay, begin to feel comfortable to bring 
in your little ones, and get to know other people and families from the congregation while 
learning more about the Word of God. Jesus loves the little children, and so do we! There are 

several families with 0-3 year olds in our congregation right 
now with more on the way (listen to the prayers during 
service), and there is nothing to help aid the parents with 
those children of that age here at Zion. Let’s start doing 
something more! Parents don’t attend Bible study, and 
probably for many reasons, but a big reason is there is no 
form of “child care” in order for our families with little ones to 
attend.  
 
Zion’s Board of Education and the Council have been 
supportive of this idea since it was presented late Fall of 
2022, and started in January of 2023. We have done two 
meals, one for Advent and one for Lent, in order to start 
raising some funds to someday do a small remodel to what is 
already there.  

 

 
 



Future for Sunday Sitters??? 
 
Could Sunday Sitters happen during other adult bible studies that occur throughout the week? 
What about meetings so that our young families can become involved in the church? Could the 
playroom be moved to a different spot, and then we have a nursery area AND a play room area?  
 
 

What do Sunday Sitters do? 
 
We watch and play with the littlest of our congregation! 
 
We allow those little ones some respite before or after they are in church for 
an hour trying to be “good.” 
 
Sunday Sitters as of now, is an adult or two plus a senior youth watching or 
playing with our 0-3 year olds down in the playroom area from the basement 
steps off the East Narthex.  
 
Several moms, a grandpa and a grandma, plus some senior youth have 
helped make Sunday Sitters possible to run this Spring semester from 
January-April 2. Items that have been asked for have been donated by people 
in the congregation (more items will be needed down the road; a list coming 
your way in the Fall). We have had on average about 4 children each week. A 
couple weeks we’ve had 2 children, and other weeks we’ve had 6 or 8!   
 
Needed for the coming Fall semester of this year starting in September: 

(each Sunday in between services from 9:10-10:20 a.m.) 

 
1. 2 adult helpers (male or female, college aged and older) 
2. 1 senior youth helper (needs to be confirmed) 
3. donations (list of items to come) 
4. children of ages 0-3 to watch 

 
Your commitment does not need to be much. Some adults have been committing their time once 
a month, others have been once or twice the whole semester, and some bring the children down 
and attend adult bible study. 
 
Please prayerfully consider your potential roll in Sunday Sitters. 
 
Blessings and thanks, 
Sunday Sitters  
 
 
P.S. Thank you to all who have helped in one way or another so far: 
 
Board of Education, the Council, Connie Bormann, Dave 
Buchmann, Brooke Degen, Emily Dunn, Alysa Jones, Taylor & Eric 
Schramm, Kelsey Schuldt, Lindsay Schulz, Jamie Watembach, 
Averi Gerfen, Varia Jones, Kennedy Olsen, Abbi Schnabel, Lillian 
Smith, Erin Amick, Doug & Joy Schley, and Russ & Jean Whaley 
 



 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  

Wednesday, March 15, 2023 

(Unapproved by council at time of print for April newsletter) 
 

I. Call to Order & Devotion -Pastor Grimmer read 1 John 2:15 and gave devotion and prayer. Members 

present:  Adam Schulz, Larry Schnabel, Shannon Bartscher, John Fink, Doug Schley, Mark Nagel, Marvin 

Strand, Loren Brech, Vicar Greenmyer, Pastor Grimmer, Diane Sullivan 

II. Congregation Member Comments - none 

III.  Adoption of the Agenda-agenda accepted 

IV.  Reports 

A. Secretary’s Report - correction to last month’s report, Rob Mayer will not be the one presenting 

the intruder training at New Underwood.  Marvin made motion to accept report with correction - 

2nd made and carried. 

B. Treasurer’s Report - Larry reported $75,118 in income and $34,445 in expenses.  Adam made 

motion to accept report, 2nd made and carried. 

C. Financial Secretary’s Report-no report  

D. Pastor Grimmer’s Report-letter shared from Pastor Otten for the Constitution Committee re: areas 

to review for the by-laws.  Changes to the by-laws will be brought to voters meeting for approval.  

The district meeting which was held on Tuesday, March 14th was valuable regarding guidelines and 

tools available for church workers benefits/salaries.  Discussion was had regarding rural 

congregations struggling with these issues.   

E. Board Reports  

1. Youth & Parish Education -Adam reported for Julie - Julie and Erin are planning VBS. 

2. Elders 

a.  Official Acts being reported:  baptism-Maggie Kriese, transferred out- Natalie Kriese 

including baptized children Ellie and Maggie Kriese.  Released from membership-Ryas Olson 

including baptized child Ryla Olson, Esther Weber to ELCA, Bridgewater, deaths/funerals-Nick 

Bartscher. 

b.  Issues brought to Elders by members to report to council-none 

c.   There will be 2 open elder positions.  Those current elders are eligible for another term 

should they decide to be put on the ballot.  The Vicar assignment service is April 24th.  There will be 

a potluck before the 6:00 service which will be broadcast at the church.  The inactive process is 

being looked at for revamping and will be discussed on May 6th.  Pastor Sailer is to come to next 

month’s elders meeting to discuss future possible changes to a pastor’s position in our area.  

Planning for a Generation to Generation program re: revamping education at our church which will 

be open to congregations across the state.  The date to be determined.  April is volunteer 

appreciation month - thank you’s will be presented at a church service as well as put in the bulletin 

and newsletter.  Chris Foster will do presentation at end of service.   

3. Trustees 

a.  Report on Possible Need for Repairs/Improvements -Doug reported Tessiers suggested new 

air conditioning, finish the frames on stained glass painted in the entry doors, maintenance 



 

 

done on stained glass windows, replace carpet in basement classrooms, strip and wax tile 

floors, refinish handrails up steps to altar, convert lights in basement, ed wing, and 

basement from fluorescent to LED, replace carpeting in narthex and sanctuary, replace pew 

cushions, sidewalk patching or replacements, patching and striping parking lot, re-channel 

water from downspouts to prevent ice on sidewalks, possible lawn mower replacement, 

shingles, tuck pointing.  Discussion of putting money in a fund to address these issues as 

needs arise.  Will look into possible cost of repairs/improvements. 

F. Committee Reports    

1. Stewardship Committee-The Lent meal served raised $600 for the Bartscher family. The 

committee will meet again in April.   

2. Building Planning Committee-Adam reported they are still making phone calls to congregation. 

$306,000 has been pledged since November.  1.5 million dollars is the goal to be raised by 

Easter.  Eric and Adam met with Puetz and were given new drawings which will be shared at the 

next building committee meeting 

3. Building Finance Committee -no report 

V. Business 

A. Unfinished Business   

1. Constitution/Bylaw Revision – District Suggestions to Voters for Approval 

2. Purchase of 621 E 4th Ave – homeowner found a new house to purchase.  There is no closing 

date but possibly at end of May 

3. Strategic Planning Discussion-nothing new to report-discussion on going.  

4. Review of Job Descriptions- No new input at this time.  The council will review job descriptions 

and bring suggestions to next meeting 

5. Review Intruder Training Options-Loren called New Underwood church for more information.  

25 attendees are needed to hold the event which they don’t have signed up as of yet.  Loren 

will plan to attend.  Adam made motion to have Loren’s registration paid by the church.  2nd 

made and motion carried.   There was discussion to possibly hold an intruder training at Zion.  

John visited with Rob Mayer regarding doing a presentation for the church. He can’t do as he 

services state organizations, not churches.   

B. New Business  

1. Set Agenda for April Voter Meeting - 1.  approve by-laws  2.  property closing  3.  parsonage 

options 

VI.   Next Council meeting – Wednesday, April 19, 2023, 7:30pm 

VII.  Adjournment & Prayer. Marvin made motion to adjourn - 2nd was made and carried.  Closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Council Secretary, Diane Sullivan 



2023 April  
   

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

            1  
              
            
         
         

         
        

Palm Sunday       2 3 4 5 Maundy Thursday  6 Good Friday      7 8  
8:00 AM Divine Service 9:00 AM Staff Mtg 7:30 AM Women's Bible Study 1:00 PM COFFEE Bible Study 7:00 AM Men's Bible Study Office Closed 6:30 PM Easter Vigil  
9:15 AM Education Hour 1:00 PM Quilting 1:30 PM Lydia Circle 6:30 PM Board of Education 6:30 PM Maundy Thursday   

                   Service 
Pastor/Vicar's Day Off   

10:30 AM Divine Service    6:30 PM Good Friday Service  

        

Easter               9 10 11 12 13 14 15  
7:00 AM Easter Sunrise Service             Office Closed 7:30 AM Women's Bible Study 1:00 PM COFFEE Bible Study 7:00 AM Men's Bible Study Office Closed   
8:00 AM Easter Breakfast   6:00 PM Midweek/Catechesis 4:00 PM Building Committee Pastor/Vicar's Day Off   
9:30 AM Easter Service   7:30 PM Elder Mtg 7:00 PM Dorcas Circle    

        

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  
8:00 AM Divine Service 9:00 AM Staff Mtg 7:30 AM Women's Bible Study 1:00 PM COFFEE Bible Study 7:00 AM Men's Bible Study Office Closed   
9:15 AM Education Hour 1:00 PM Quilting  6:00 PM Midweek/Catechesis 12:00 PM Newsletter Deadline Pastor/Vicar's Day Off   
10:30 AM Divine Service  7:30 PM Council Mtg 7:00 PM LWML Quarterly    
2:00 PM Kids for Christ-Swimming           General Assembly    

        

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  
8:00 AM Divine Service 9:00 AM Staff Mtg 7:30 AM Women's Bible Study 1:00 PM COFFEE Bible Study 7:00 AM Men's Bible Study Office Closed   
9:15 AM Education Hour 2:00 PM Service @Countryside 8:45 AM Newsletter Assembly 6:00 PM Midweek/Catechesis 4:00 PM Building Committee Pastor/Vicar's Day Off   
10:30 AM Divine Service 4:00 PM Service @Wesley Acres  7:30 PM Stewardship Com. Mtg    

 5:00 PM Potluck & Vicar      

 Placement Service Livestream           

Confirmation Day   30 
May 1 

Notes      
8:00 AM Divine Service         
10:30 AM Divine Service-
Confirmation 

        

2:30 PM Basement/Sanctuary 
 Reserved-Private Piano Recital 

     

        

Zion Lutheran Church  www.ZionMitchell.org  620 E 3rd Ave  Mitchell, SD 57301  605.996.7530  office@zionmitchell.org 
 

7:00 PM Voter Meeting
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______________________

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message to 
daniel.jastram@lcms.org with the word 
ADD or REMOVE in the subject line.

Here’s our newsletter archive link: 
https://bit.ly/3Xkd9W8 

Our link to join our mailing list:  
https:// tinyurl.com/5459478e  
_______________________
There are many opportunities to serve as 
short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and download an application 
at lcms.org/service. Click on “Service 
Opportunities.”

February/March 2023

SERVING THE LORD IN 

JAPAN
NEWS FROM 

PASTOR DAN AND JOAN JASTRAM

https://www.lcms.org/jastram

  Pastor Dan and Joan Jastram 

Rev. Jastram serves as the Asia 
Lutheran Resource Coordinator: 
Making Lutheran resources of 
theology and worship available in 
Asia.

What a delight to run into members 
who illustrate the long-term vitality 
of our Gospel mission work! Rev. 
Prof. Narumi Ikarashi, who 
introduced himself as a first-Cme 
visitor at our Shinjuku worship site, 
serves as a good example.  

His mother, Etsuko Ikarashi, was a 
long-Cme faithful member of my 
childhood church in Shibata city 
Niigata-ken. She had kept in touch 
with my parents through Christmas 
newsleJers aKer their return to the 
States in 1976. She extended 
hospitality enthusiasCcally during 
their return visits to Japan.  

Her son, Narumi, explained that he 
was born aKer my parents returned 
to the States, but that he was 
bapCzed in the Shibata church by 
the succeeding Japanese Lutheran 
pastor, then graduated from the 
Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, 
took a pastorate in Shibuya Tokyo, 
studied ChrisCan Ethics in further 
degree work, and currently serves as 

Assistant Professor at Tokyo 
Women’s ChrisCan University. What 
wonderful fruits of faith from the 
seeds of former mission work!  

On top of that, we had the pleasure 
of extensive interacCons with 
Lutheran church leaders from 
Finland during their examinaCon of 
current mission condiCons in Japan. 
One of them was himself a long-
term former missionary to Japan 
and had become an acquaintance 
decades ago during graduate studies 
at our Fort Wayne seminary. 

In yet another case, Michael 
McThrow from CuperCno  
California, (con%nued on page two) 

Visitors From Far and Wide

mailto:daniel.jastram@lcms.org
http://lcms.org/service
https://www.lcms.org/jastram
mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
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Prayer and Praise: 
• for people like Ikarashi, the Finnish 

pastors, and McThrow that 
illustrate the long-term vitality of 
our Gospel mission work; 

• for LCMS grant-fund approval of 
the Nilsen “Luco Project” for online 
Lutheran resources; 

• for confirmaCons of our first 
conference for the emerging Japan 
constellaCon of like-minded 
confessional pastors; 

• for the online opportunity to teach 
pastors in Taiwan “Evangelism & 
the Confessional Principle”; 

• for the blessing of Mr. Houzing, 
another LCMS member regularly 
joining with us at our Shinjuku 
Tokyo worship site; 

• for the frui`ul catecheCcal 
correspondence course begun for 
Dr. Okude in order to enter into our 
LCMS communion fellowship; 

• for the Holy Spirit to work faith in 
the heart of friend and neighbor 
Mr. Hiratsuka through his hearing 
of the Gospel;  

• for compleCon of our previous 
translaCon project of Chemnitz Vol. 
5 Enchiridion, and for wonderful 
headway on our new translaCon 
project of Chemnitz Vol. 5 Lord’s 
Supper (now over 5% completed); 

• for God’s blessings at our three 
worship sites: Shinjuku, Yokosuka, 
Okinawa; 

• for the future arrangements of a 
proofreader for the various 
translaCon works accomplished; 

• for the faithful prayers and support 
provided by our LCMS Jastram-Asia 
mission partners.

YOUR SUPPORT is vital for our conCnued mission work in Japan: regular 
services at our worship sites, translaCon of theological resources, and 
nurturing relaCons with local Lutheran pastors facing individual challenges 
to the faith. We are humbly grateful for your conCnued prayers and 
support. Thank you! 

Your missionaries, Dan and Joan Jastram

To support the LCMS through the work of Daniel Jastram, you may 
send a tax-deducCble giK to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod. 
Mark checks “Support of Asia-Jastram.”  

GiKs can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, 
on my online giving page at lcms.org/givenow/jastram.

(continued from page one) 

was able to re-connect with long-Cme 
friends in Japan and worship at a 
confessional Lutheran church in 
Kobari Niigata city as well as at our 
LCMS Yokosuka worship site. Church 
visitors like these all illustrate the 
ongoing strength of the Gospel in our 
mission selng. 

THE LUCO PROJECT
More joyful news! A few weeks ago 
we received approval of a new 
internaConal development grant 
called the “Luco Project” for short.  

A confessional Lutheran missionary in 
Osaka, Bishop Daniel Nilsen, has 
engaged this LCMS grant funding for 
his work on “Luco: Lutheran Codex”, a 

free online Lutheran resource that will 
allow users to read the Holy Bible 
with commentary by Kretzmann,  
Luther, Book of Concord, and other 
confessional Lutheran works. Current 
work has already begun with a digital 
incorporaCon of Kretzmann’s 
commentary. 

EMERGING JAPAN 
CONSTELLATION
A long-awaited opportunity has finally 
developed. AKer months of hoping to 
coordinate schedules for a small 
conference of like-minded 
confessional pastors, arrangements 
finally fell into place! At last, pastors 
separated by distance and various 
commitments were able to confirm 
plans for conference aJendance. At 
last, we will be able to worship 
together at the same altar. At last we 
will have Cme for extended learning 
and conversaCon together. At last, we 
will be able to express our like-
minded confession in our external 
gathering together. It will be the first 
conference of this emerging Japan 
constellaCon which we hope will 
result in growth for the future.

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11, First Sunday in Lent, Liturgical Verse). 
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